seen them in London . . . very fine indeed! Boxing is also
good, but it should not be allowed to end in killing. . . .
Music should be patriotic. A march is always good, but
American marches are the best. America is the best counr
try in the world; that is why American music is the best
on earth. Good music is always to be found among good
people. The Americans are the best people on earth. They
have the most money. No one has as much money as we
have. That is why the whole world will soon be coming
to us. . . /'
As I listened to the smug chatter of this sick child, I
thought with gratitude of the savages of Tasmania. It is
said that they too are cannibals, but their esthetic sense
is nevertheless developed.
"Do you go to the theatre?"" I asked the old slave of
the Yellow1 Devil, in order to interrupt his boasting of the
country which he had polluted with his life.
"The theatre? Oh, yes! I know, that's art too!** he said
with a confident air.
"And what do you like in the theatre ?J*
"It's nice when there are many young ladies wearing
low-necked gowns and you can look at them from above!''*'
he replied, after a moment's thought.
"But what do you like most of all in the theatre?'" I
asked, growing desperate.
"Oh!^ he exclaimed, stretching his lips nearly all the
way to his ears. "The actresses, of course, like everybody
else. . . . If the actresses are young and beautiful, they
are always good. But it is hard to tell at oace which of
them is really young. They put up such a good front. I
i, that is their profession. But sometimes you
fe-r-ah! there's a fine girl! Then you learn that she is